CHILDREN’S PANEL CHAIRMAN’S GROUP

Minutes of the meeting of the Children’s Panel Chairmen’s Group held on Friday 27th October in Committee Room 3, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh at 10.30am.

PRESENT

Mr. G. White                                     Aberdeenshire

Mr. C. Robertson                               Angus

Mrs. J Ferguson                                 Argyll & Bute

Mrs. S. Bytheway                              Clackmannan

Mr. D. McMillan                               Dumfries & Galloway

Mr. I. Hart                                          East Dunbartonshire

Mrs. D. Watt                                      East Lothian

Mr. J. Anderson                                 Edinburgh

Mr. G. Anderson                                Falkirk

Mrs. C. MacKechnie                          Glasgow

Mrs. K. Marshall                                Inverclyde

Mr. S. Rennie                                     Moray

Mrs. I. Allison                                    North Lanarkshire

Mr. N. Shearer                                   Orkney

Mrs. D. Barnes                                   Perth & Kinross

Mr. C. Boyle                                      Renfrewshire

Mrs. G. McBride                                Stirling

Mrs. E. Williamson                            West Dunbartonshire

In attendance was Lynn Phillips from SEED.

1.       APOLOGIES

Mr. S Innes                                       Aberdeen

Mrs. Penny Hardie                            Borders

Mrs. S Lynn                                      Dundee

Mrs. J. Macrae                                  East Ayrshire

Mrs. I Maguire                                  East Renfrewshire

Mr. G McEneany                              Fife

Mrs. R. Morrison                              Highland

Mrs. P Smith                                     Midlothian

Mr. D. Stalker                                   North Ayrshire

Mr. A. Hamilton                               Shetland

Mr. R Gillespie                                 South Ayrshire

Mrs. B.  Patterson                             South Lanarkshire

Mrs. S. Kemp                                   West Lothian

Mrs. A. MacIver                               Western Isles

2.      INTRODUCTION & WELCOMES

George Anderson introduced Ronnie Hill, Director of Children’s Services Regulation and Bryan Livingstone, Development Manager for Children’s Services.
George Anderson then welcomed George White – Depute Chair from Aberdeenshire and Scott Rennie – Depute Chair from Moray. 

Sue Bytheway (nee Lewis) – Chair from Clackmannan was congratulated on her recent marriage.     

3.      MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 25 AUGUST 2006

Amendments – Mr. David McMillan is Chair of Dumfries & Galloway and Mr. C Robertson is Chair of Angus. 

Apologies were also noted from Mrs. Edith Linton – Depute chair of East Renfrewshire.

The minutes were then approved.

4.      PRESENTATION BY RONNIE HILL & BRYAN LIVINGSTONE

Ronnie Hill and Bryan Livingstone then gave a presentation on the role of the Care Commission, especially in relation to looked after and accommodated children. 

This was accompanied by a handout “Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care – Enforcement Policy” 

A question and answer session followed this presentation after which George thanked Ronnie and Bryan for attending and they left the meeting.

5.      MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM

I.      Photographic ID for Panel Members 

George had contacted Alison Cosgrove, Clerk to CPAG to ask for CPAG’S assistance in determining the national situation in relation to photographic ID for panel members. From the responses received (11) it would appear that a number of Local Authorities

already issue their own ID for Panel Members.  It was recommended that each Chair ask their own authority to provide photographic ID as the Scottish Executive cannot fund this centrally.

II.      Communicator update

Although the content was seen as being very good, some disappointment was expressed at the design, layout and printing of the October edition. 

Diane Watt asked for a Chairman to write an article about this years ‘National School’, Eve Archer would arrange photos.  Diane then circulated a letter and form which she asked all Chairs to send to their panel members who would be attending the National School asking them to send her their comments for inclusion in the next edition of the ‘Communicator’.

Other suggestions for inclusion in the next edition are an article about the ‘Care Commission’, a crossword, and possibly an article by Craig Watson on ‘Secure Units in Scotland’.  George advised that he would ask Gordon Watt to consider funding for this work by Craig.

Diane also asked for someone to do an article about one of their Local Authority Units, Ena Williamson eagerly (!) volunteered. 

It was decided that the mailing list for the ‘Communicator’ should be updated to make sure all Authority Reporters receive a copy and to look into emailing the web site link to all MSPs.

Gordon Watt requested that a survey be done of all Panel members re: ‘The Communicator’ and it was agreed that the Group would look at a suitable mechanism to carry this out.

III.     Hearing Management update

Tom Philiben had arranged a date for the next meeting but since it coincided with the date of the next CPCG meeting it did not suit either George or Christine. It was, therefore, to be rescheduled for later in December.

There are still concerns about panel members having to do too many hearings in a session.  This then has a knock on effect in that members have to take full days off work instead of a morning or afternoon.  Some Chairs reported that panel members were not seeking re-appointment because of these problems and becoming demoralized and feeling put upon.

There has been an increase in referrals, hearings and also the complexity of cases, and concern was also expressed about Reporters becoming over-stretched.  

It was also felt that that there was a lack of contact from the Scottish Executive regarding GIRFEC.

George advised that he and a delegation from this group would be meeting with Robert Brown on Tues 28 October and would raise all these issues with him.

IV.      SACP expenses

This generated some discussion as to whether SACP representatives attending conferences should claim expenses from SACP or their Local Authority.

5.       TREASURER’S REPORT

A copy of Christine MacKechnie’s report is attached.  Christine intimated that there was £1296.29 in the bank.

6.       AOCB

(i) Recruitment.  There were mixed comments about this year’s recruitment campaign.  Lynn Phillips intimated that there had been 4,371 responses.

(ii) SASO.  (Justice for Youth Conference, Peebles Hydro, 17-19 November).  There are some day places available if anyone wishes to attend. 

(iii) CPAG Minutes.  These were circulated.

(iv) Publicity Working Group.  Next meeting is on 16 November and Diane is looking for some one to go in her place.

(v) CHARM.  Updates are now available.

(vi) National School 2006.  Ian Hart (East Dunbartonshire) expressed some difficulty in finding panel members who wished to attend.  Other Chairs are sending fewer panel members this year because of cuts in their budgets.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Friday 8 December.

